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The paper concludes that while vocational education plays an important role for non-college graduates, policy
should focus on encouraging depth rather than breadth in vocational course-taking. It also notes a lack of
recent randomized control trial studies on topics related to CTE. Topics include student participation in CTE
programs at the secondary and postsecondary levels and educational and employment outcomes for CTE
students. Walking around campus, one sees the typical, messy energy of a large public high school. On a
recent afternoon, teachers in the Computer Science and Technology Pathway went over a plan for identifying
students needing intervention. To address some of these concerns, Skyline consciously tries to diversify the
ethnic and gender composition of its academies. Both have overlapping structures and content, including
experiential learning and career exploration coursework. This has led many states to build more deliberate
connections between the two. By , only 8 percent of students concentrated in vocational training, down from
nearly one-third of high school students in  In the case of Skyline senior Patty, the Education and Community
Health Pathway has made her consider a concrete role she could play for her community. Robert Curtis,
director of regional and district partnerships for ConnectEd , an organization that helps schools and districts
design and implement pathways programs. During her four years at Skyline, she completed a paid summer
internship at a nonprofit that offers counseling and training to incarcerated youth, and conducted research on
the benefits of preventative health care. The paper finds that while vocational courses marginally deter
four-year college attendance, they have no impact on graduation. The article notes that more rigorous research
on CTE programs is needed. And for Antwan, a senior interested in majoring in English or politics at a
university in New York City, that same pathway has helped him develop skillsâ€”community outreach and
public speakingâ€”that could benefit him in most careers. Twenty-five years ago, Skyline launched its first
career and technical education program, then called the Education Academy, with support from a grant. The
report reviews existing research and analyses of extant data from state performance reports and from the
National Center for Education Statistics. Students in the Green Energy track, for example, have worked with
the Environmental Control Technology program at a local community college. Work-Based Learning Tool Kit
This tool kit provides state and local program administrators with information regarding the key components
of work-based learning WBL , an instructional strategy that enhances classroom learning by connecting it to
the workplace. Some kids bounce raucously through the hallways, slide into class after the bell, and tap away
at ever-present phones. That has led to an increase in new programs and policies related to CTE and growing
attention from the research community. There to present on behalf of the Roots Community Health Clinic, a
local nonprofit dedicated to health-care access, Cage outlined how the clinic might provide tutoring and
counseling services to at-risk Skyline students. She was hired weeks before she graduated. Linking the Timing
of Career and Technical Education Coursetaking With High School Dropout and College-Going Behavior
This study looked at whether the timing of CTE courses predicts differences in the likelihood of dropout and
on-time high school graduation as well as college-going behaviors and found that CTE coursetaking in high
school was linked to lower chances of dropout and increased chances of on-time graduation, especially when
these courses were taken later in high school. The researchers estimate a near 2 percent wage premium for
each additional year of advanced vocational coursework, but no benefit or harm from basic vocational courses.
In , after their presentations, some students were offered internships on the spot. Vocational and Career Tech
Education in American High Schools: The Value of Depth Over Breadth This working paper presents a
framework for high school curriculum choice and evaluates how these decisions impact college attendance,
completion and subsequent earnings. But does that support translate to college graduation and a career?
Another worry has been that pathways can be used as a form of segregation, where students end up grouped
along racial and socioeconomic lines. An out-of-school internship with a local company or organization is
required for all rising seniors. In response to the perceived need, school districts have developed
comprehensive career training programs or academies, and built partnerships with community organizations
and businesses to provide students with work-aligned experiences outside school. A Lens for the Future
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Similar to majors in a large university, the pathways program can help carve a large school like Skyline into
manageable parts that encourage bonds between students and facultyâ€”and make interventions more targeted
and more likely to lead to student improvement. It focuses on individuals from low-income familiesâ€”a group
that is overrepresented in CTE and high-school noncompleters and informs an understanding of the potential
impact of specific CTE program participation on the accumulation of human capital even in a high-stakes
policy environment. What We Know About Career and Technical Education in High School This article from
the Brookings Institution Evidence Speaks series looks at earlier non-experimental research findings such as
CTE coursework does predict employment outcomes but is not strongly associated with educational
attainment.


