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However, it was not the form of his verse that was important, but the message being delivered and the overall
theme of the work. The most obvious result of that tension is his most famous work. An unresolved profound
ambivalence of feeling toward his father meant that Roethke was often producing verse within a state of
highly strung emotional tension. Elements of poetry such as meter and rhyme can create a beating heart or a
beating drum, giving the poem meaning and depth. To find a college student who has not been assigned to
write an essay on that universally anthologized poem at some point over the last half century would be a
monumental feat, indeed. Update this section! The subject of the poem is personal mortality and although
Roethke adopts the persona of an old woman in delivering the lines of the poem, there is nowhere in the poem
any indication that the lines are not meant to ring with a universal tone. Theodore Roethke, an American
Romantic. Theodore Rothke's dad was an alcoholic drunk. A similar implication is expressed in the way of
their lives not being perfect, but still remaining a humble family. Waking is life and sleep is death, thus he
means I live to die and take my life slow. There are millions of poems out there so some may appear to be the
same upfront, but they always have a factor that separates them from the rest. The symbolism and language is
portrayed almost as a distant memory that the author is writing about. Lauter, Paul. The main conflict in this
poem is the term and main idea of waltzing. Fate is essentially all the badness in life. The reader can interpret
the poem however they see fit. Thus showing the irony of life. For more to add, you will also encounter with a
brief biography of the poet Roethke which will explain why the poet wrote this poem and how much meaning
it has for him. Works Cited La Belle, Jenijoy. This portrays how many people live their lives; they are always
looking into the future instead of living for right now and the problem with looking into the future is
eventually death is going to be the only thing in the future. Contradictory to the title however, the poem
depicts a perplexing scene of a father drunkenly dancing his son up to bed. Each of the poems tell a story of a
child who reminisce on their lives by telling about certain events that occurred during their childhood The
main reason for this is the type of diction the author uses. Roethke was a deep thinker and often pondered
about and reflected on his life Each poetic element is chosen by the writer to add meaning to the poem, the
meaning of the element is left up to the reader to interpret. He tries to beautify the experience by making it a
waltz. The more convincing interpretation is that it has a hidden message of parental abuse. The imagery itself
often borders into the realm of the surreal, but his precise attention to the way that the sounds made by
individual words and the rhythm created by their construction always keep them grounded within accessible
reality. Other people believe that this poem has a hidden message of parental abuse. The tone throughout the
poem does not suggestâ€¦. Amherst : University of Massachusetts Press,  The waltz is formally known as a
delicate, beautiful dance consisting of rhythm and spins. The more convincing interpretation is that it has a
hidden message of parental abuse. Roethke himself was a college professor with his longest professorship
situating him at the Univ. Even though it is a close bond between the father and son, it comes off quite baleful.
Readers either interpret the poem as telling the happy memory of a little boy playing with his father or as
describing a scene of child abuse. Families are imagined as consisting a mother and a father who raise their
children from birth to adulthood to the best of their ability, usually resulting positively. To me I think it was
just a boy who just wanted to spend time with his dad before he has to go to bed. That voice sought to evoke
from the chaos of modern life some of the beauty and spiritual bounty of the past which Roethke discovered in
the historical evolution of Romanticism. Parini, Jay.


