
ESSAY ON THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE PAKISTAN MOVEMENT

However, the real game changer was the Muslim League session at Patna in , when the Qaid-i-Azam, who was
reorganizing and.

Following the partition of Bengal , violence erupted in the region, which was mainly contained to Kolkata and
Noakhali. WAF considers the gender question central in the formation of a united front for women. Generally,
women living in more developed areas like Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad are more liberal in terms of
dressing than women living in less developed areas. This is a shortcoming that will be rectified as more
women enter the movement and a deliberate attempt is made to spread into the countryside. This is expressed
by a concentration of economic resources in the rural areas and inflationary influences in the cities. As stated
earlier, WAF adopted a non-structured approach in its organization, membership, and parliamentary
procedures within the organization. It is also the first chapter that has suffered a split. The chapter was
prepared by a working group of 28 professional women headed by Syeda Abida Hussain , chairperson of the
Jhang District council at that time. Women attained voting rights, and the Family Laws Ordinance was passed
in  Government statistics totally overlook women's labor force participation, since data gatherers have
traditionally relied on males to collect material, in terms of critical decisions of marriage, divorce and
education, however, women remain the victims of male prejudice and control. The movement has had two
main victories in its confrontation with the regime: the first in the removal of Israr Ahmed from television,
although he still continues to hold his post as a member of Zia's Consultative Council. This contradictory
dynamic has meant that women's lives have become harder. If the woman who accuses a man of zina-bil-jabr
rape cannot prove to the judicial system that she was raped, she faces adultery charges. I would argue that the
collaboration between the fundamentalist religious forces and the military, though still in place, is now no
longer central. In it held a special Gujjar conference intending to appeal to all Muslim Gujjars, and lifted its
ban on Jahanara Shahnawaz with the hope of appealing to Arain constituencies. The ordinance had earlier
been kept in force by invoking the president's power to re-issue it every four months. Women were sometimes
organised into large-scale public demonstrations. Bibi was recast as guilty for having sexual intercourse
outside of valid marriage and was sentenced to death because of this incident. First given economic trends in
the country a middle class developed which has become dependent on women entering the work force.
Women have taken certain preliminary steps towards this. To publish articles, pamphlets, periodicals or
newsletter to enhance the awareness of individuals to their legal rights and to make them familiar to the
forums through which they can assert their rights. In the government revived the National Commission on
Status of Women established by General Musharraf for three years in , later being revived for three years at a
time. The process of elections within the organization is also designed to prevent this from happening. During
the Partition riots, as a Refugee Relief Secretary in the provincial Muslim League office, she fulfilled the
responsibilities of the boarding and lodging of refugees in Walton and other camps. Many people may
disagree that today most of our women, involved in politics, social welfare work, education and other fields of
life, do not have any mission or objective towards their country and nation as they have joined their respective
fields for the sake of their economical gains. Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi was of the view that the Muslim
League should be supported and also be advised at the same time to become religiously observant. This is
partially mitigated by the material well-being of these families. Syed left the All India Muslim League in the
mids and his relationship with Jinnah never improved, the overwhelming majority of Sindhi Muslims
supported the creation of Pakistan, seeing in it their deliverance. However, the document omits women while
listing 21 major areas of interests. The corollary of this is that progressive organizations, particularly of the
left, must understand that the women's movement cannot develop as far or as fast as they might like. This
understanding can be created only if they are willing to engage in serious dialogue and action with other
groups, and if women are able to expand their activities to address the needs and encourage the involvement of
women from the most oppressed classes. On her death Quaid-e-Azam said that it was a great loss for the
nation. Given the linkages between urban workers and their rural counterparts, it is expected that as working
class women become more and more integrate into the movement this link will be strengthened. Which of
these tendencies wins depends on how the movement handles the various theoretical, tactical and
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organizational questions addressed earlier. Learning from their experiences with left groups they have
recognized the need to proceed step by step and to keep pace with reality at all times. Obviously, it still has a
long way to go. It remains up to forces opposed to the development of fascist ideology, which in Pakistan's
case fundamentalist Islamic Ideology serves to reinforce, to work to prevent that.


