
WRITING A NONFICTION SUMMARY ELEMENTARY

This lesson focuses on summarizing a nonfiction passage in three to be able to write a three- to four-sentence summary
on nonfiction texts.

Have them work together to answer the questions and write a group summary. Intermediate Provide a
student-friendly definition of "main idea" in students' home language L1 and English L2. The lexiles range
from , which is on level for our 5th graders. Call on student volunteers to help you write a four sentence
summary on the text. Someone, Wanted, But, So and Then For fiction and narrative texts that tell a story or
have a plot, the "someone, wanted, but, so and then" method may work best to create a succinct summary.
Most of what the kids are reading on the internet is also multi-structured. Enrichment: Provide a more difficult
nonfiction text such as the Soccer: Nonfiction Text worksheet for students to summarize. Students can answer
these questions in the margins of the printed texts or on colorful sticky notes. Beginning Show examples of
short informational texts students are familiar with as you introduce the topic of nonfiction summaries. Spend
some time discussing how summaries can have differences while still being accurate summaries â€” a great
discussion! Students identify the main character, which is the "someone," and what that character "wanted" in
the story. My state has adopted the Smarter Balanced test, and whether it happens or not, I'd rather the kiddos
be ready for the typing requirements that are coming. You can click HERE to read about our fiction
summaries. Then, have them write an essay with supporting details, based on the summary. Highlight the
sections of the text in the introduction and conclusion that provide evidence for the main idea and complete
the table provided. Second, I added the use of color-coding when answering the five questions in the strategy.
Guide them, as needed, towards capturing the main ideas of the text in only four sentences. Compare and
contrast the overall structure e. If anything, I think they'll need the most help with making the summary frames
work for them. I'm also not too worried about the passages I chose being difficult to read. The reading and
summary creation will take some time, so I planned a quick wrap up. I've allowed my students who struggle
with reading to use these longer since it's a lot to remember. Similarly, using a tree has the main idea as the
trunk, while the branches and leaves are the details. Beginning Allow ELs to work in partnerships to complete
the sentence stem. Use this activity as an assessment on meeting the lesson's objective. Answer the question at
the bottom of the worksheet to show your thinking. Why and how are these things happening with the subject?
I handed out highlighters and asked students to highlight important information in a short paragraph and cross
off interesting or irrelevant information code the text. Therefore, the summary for Text 1 would be different
from the summary for Text 2. Now that my students have had practice, we have introduced Close Reading into
our classroom, and students use my Mark Up the Text printable to guide their annotation of a text. I created
this after looking at quite a few on the internet. Record this information in a concept map format on the chart
paper. This often works best with a visual for instruction. Differentiation Support: During Independent Work
time, read aloud the text to students in a small group and assist them in highlighting the main points.


