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Hate in To Kill A Mocking Bird At the time it was written, To Kill a Mockingbird was looked down upon since there was so
much hatred towards negroes.

Shields , who wrote the first book-length biography of Harper Lee, offers the reason for the novel's enduring
popularity and impact is that "its lessons of human dignity and respect for others remain fundamental and
universal". When Mayella reacts with confusion to Atticus' question if she has any friends, Scout offers that
she must be lonelier than Boo Radley. What hooks you? Tom Robinson is accused of raping a young white
woman named Mayella Ewell. Everyone knows that the " white trash Ewells" are not to be trusted, but the jury
convicts Tom anyway. She portrays the problems of individual characters as universal underlying issues in
every society. It was Boo Radley who saved her. Having walked Boo home after he saves their lives, Scout
stands on the Radley porch and considers the events of the previous three years from Boo's perspective. At
both colleges, she wrote short stories and other works about racial injustice, a rarely mentioned topic on such
campuses at the time. Lee modeled the character of Dill on Truman Capote , her childhood friend known then
as Truman Persons. By describing femininity as a penitentiary suggests that girlhood is like a prison that keeps
her captive, suffocating her. That personal morality can trump that of the state? The moral voice of To Kill a
Mockingbird is embodied by Atticus Finch, who is virtually unique in the novel in that he has experienced and
understood evil without losing his faith in the human capacity for goodness. When the book begins they are
preoccupied with catching sight of the mysterious and much feared Boo Radley, who in his youth stabbed his
father with a pair of scissors and who has never come out of the family house since. Sheriff Tate arrives and
discovers Ewell dead from a knife wound. She and Capote made up and acted out stories they wrote on an old
Underwood typewriter that Lee's father gave them. Mayella may have been keen on Tom, but she certainly
isn't blamed for that, nor is there any suggestion that she deserved a beating. After she says goodbye to him at
his front door, he disappears, never to be seen again by Scout. She wasn't making it up. Whether the planned
sequel is published or not, we can agree that To Kill a Mockingbird will continue to stand the test of time.
Dubose, who is determined to break herself of a morphine addiction, Atticus tells Jem that courage is "when
you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what". Lee
demonstrates how issues of gender and class intensify prejudice, silence the voices that might challenge the
existing order, and greatly complicate many Americans' conception of the causes of racism and segregation.
He holds one set of standards for an apparently "respectable" white like Boo Radley, and another for the
Ewells; and the kind of gradual change and improvement he advocates, and working within the status quo, are
flawed solutions. But To Kill a Mockingbird is no sermon. Lippincott , who bought the manuscript, advised
her to quit the airline and concentrate on writing. He is also alone when he faces a group intending to lynch
Tom Robinson and once more in the courthouse during Tom's trial. The important thing is to appreciate the
good qualities and understand the bad qualities by treating others with sympathy and trying to see life from
their perspective. The children rejoice at what they consider an impressive display of courage. Although
acknowledging that the novel works, Mallon blasts Lee's "wildly unstable" narrative voice for developing a
story about a content neighborhood until it begins to impart morals in the courtroom drama, following with his
observation that "the book has begun to cherish its own goodness" by the time the case is over. What, too, are
we to make of the following problem suggested by Tigercrane : I read an interesting criticism of the book a
few years ago. The novel continues to be taught in classrooms due to its depiction of themes about race,
morality, and innocence. Morality should be enshrined in the law and applied impartially to all through public
mechanisms such as trials, not privately or subject to the whims of individuals. However, because the Ewells
are a white family, they hold a higher social status. The grotesque and near-supernatural qualities of Boo
Radley and his house, and the element of racial injustice involving Tom Robinson, contribute to the aura of
the Gothic in the novel. Many social codes are broken by people in symbolic courtrooms: Mr. She guides the
reader in such judgments, alternating between unabashed adoration and biting irony. The black characters in
the novel are rarely given voice on the topic of racism. Share via Email Harper Lee in a courthouse while
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visiting her home town. The Ewells, however, share similarities with the African-American community: they
lack education and money. Unfortunately, the social differences found in the 's are very different than those
we face in  Jones writes, "[t]he real mad dog in Maycomb is the racism that denies the humanity of Tom
Robinson These rigid social divisions that make up so much of the adult world are revealed in the book to be
both irrational and destructive. This quote, to me, is the most appropriate description of the importance of
literature in our lives. Sharing Scout and Jem's perspective, the reader is allowed to engage in relationships
with the conservative antebellum Mrs. Again, my reaction is to defend Harper Lee.


