
AN ANALYSIS OF THE POEM THE WASTE LAND BY TS ELIOT

It is difficult to tie one meaning to The Waste Land. Ultimately, the poem itself is about culture: the celebration of culture,
the death of culture, the misery of being.

Basically the song is a lament for the lost beauty of the river. Oh is there, she said. Eliot: Critical Analysis
Eliot's The Waste Land is an important landmark in the history of English poetry and one of the most talked
about poem of the 20th century. The poem is dedicated to Ezra Pound. A rat crept softly through the
vegetation Dragging its slimy belly on the bank While I was fishing in the dull canal On a winter evening
round behind the gashouse. One son has murdered another and buried him, so Mother sings: But keep the wolf
far thence, that's foe to men; For with his nails he'll dig them up again. Yes, bad. Smith, G. Cleo Mc Nelly
Kearns, T. Eliot had turned his back on the possibility of renewing my world. The deeper lines of association
only emerge in terms of the total context as the poem developsâ€”and this is, of course, exactly the effect
which the poet intends. He asks Stetson whether the corpse he planted in his garden has begun to sprout,
returning us to the imagery from the beginning of the poem. Reading through this iconic poem is anything but
straightforward there are many references and quotations and footnotes ; some lines are in French, others in
German or Italian. The world of The Waste Land has some parallels to an earlier time, but it cannot be
approached in the same way. But the romance does not come to fruition. New Jersey doctor and poet William
Carlos Williams, believer in spontaneous, local short poetry in the American grain, thought that Eliot with his
long epic 'gave the poem back to the academics' something Williams abhorred. A first person admission ends
this opening stanza. The knock on the door signifying being taken away Eliot's study of the fertility myths of
different people had convinced him that the sex - act is the source of life and vitality, when it is exercised for
the sake of procreation and when it is an expression of love. She reads at night, perhaps to alleviate boredom,
perhaps because she is older. Eliot himself was acutely aware of the quotations, which he insisted were there
for the critics, who in some earlier poems, had accused him of plagiarism. The scale of destruction truly
shocked in what was the first industrial war. It is said they were never really compatible. Eliot, Notes from
The Waste Land  From this scene, we move to a pub in the East End of London, where a working-class
woman, Lou, is talking to Bill and some of her other friends about her friend Lil, whose husband Albert has
come back from the war, wanting to have sex with his wife again. Bradford, a woollen manufacturing town in
the North of England, profited immensely from the Great War. The meaning of the thunder in this case relates
to a Hindu fable found in the ancient Sanskrit text of the Upanishads, 5. Or imagined out of the Apollo myth,
mixed with the story of Tristan and Isolde? What shall I do? The prince of Aquitania in the ruined tower. It
was written during the autumn of , in Switzerland, where the poet was just recovering after a serious
breakdown in health caused by domestic worries and over work. Lines - is the approach to the Perilous Chapel
of the Holy Grail story, which is empty. The speaker knows that Stetson has planted a corpse in his garden and
asks if he's a got a response yet - such an image for the reader to contemplate. Reference to the First World
War again â€” the trenches were notorious for rats, and the use of this imagery further lends the poem a sense
of decay and rot. Then begins a remarkable journey into rock and water, or absence of water, which is ironic
given that substantial parts of the poem focus on rain and a river. Works Cited Bergenzi, Bernard. Eliot
incorporated both mythology and autobiography in the poem.


