
APPROACH METHODOLOGY DISSERTATION

A key part of your dissertation or thesis is the methodology. . by summarising your research methods, the underpinning
approach, and what you see as the key .

Your response to the literature will help you decide on the approach you want to take to your research
question, but your methodology will probably already be decided by the time you actually write up your
literature review, meaning that you can frame it so as to position the methodology as a clear, organic and
natural progression from your survey of the field. But what does this mean? Your methodology chapter is not
the place to go into detail about these methodologies hopefully your literature review does this , but you
should remind your reader that you actively considered these other methodologies before deciding on your
own. An exception to this rule is if you select an unconventional methodological approach; if this is the case,
be sure to explain why this approach was chosen and how it enhances the overall process of discovery. The
best undergraduate dissertations will of course show originality of thought and may even be able to make an
original contribution to their field â€” but the focus will generally be on demonstrating that you have the
fundamental research skills to undertake investigative work in your field. For any problems that do arise, you
must describe the ways in which they were minimized or why these problems do not impact in any meaningful
way your interpretation of the findings. Very long, detailed lists of equipment or excessive procedural detail
Your methodology section should equip a reader to reproduce your research, but it should also be a readable
chapter of your dissertation and should retain the interest of somebody who doesn't necessarily want to
reproduce your experiment from start to finish. Make sure you address such concerns head-on, and if
necessary justify your methods by emphasising the potential value of your conclusions. If you've come up
with a methodology that is both original and grounded in the research, this will probably be the aspect of your
work that other scholars value the most. You might want to include the full questionnaire as an appendix so
that your reader can see exactly what data was collected. Scribbr editors not only correct grammar and spelling
mistakes, but also strengthen your writing by making sure your paper is free of vague language, redundant
words and awkward phrasing. You will need to ensure that questions are clear, and that you have reliable ways
of collecting and managing the data. Reliability: Is your research study and findings reliable for other
researchers in your field of work? One interviewee preferred not to be filmed. ANOTHER NOTE: If you are
conducting a qualitative analysis of a research problem, the methodology section generally requires a more
elaborate description of the methods used as well as an explanation of the processes applied to gathering and
analyzing of data than is generally required for studies using quantitative methods. This could be planning
how you'll gather data, or what models you'll use to process it, or what philosophical positions most inform
your work. This is especially true for students who are required to submit their methodology chapter before
carrying out the research. This means that the interviewer will develop a guide to the topics that he or she
wishes to cover in the conversation, and may even write out a number of questions to ask. Writing Tip
Statistical Designs and Tests? A well designed quantitative research study can often be accomplished in very
clear and direct ways, whereas, a similar study of a qualitative nature usually requires considerable time to
analyze large volumes of data and a tremendous burden to create new paths for analysis where previously no
path associated with your research problem had existed. Choosing your Methodology and Research Design As
indicated previously, the theme of your methodology chapter should be related to your literature research and
research questions. Is this article helpful? A little reassurance goes a long way Judicious use of
metacommentary can also help to make up for any shortcomings in your methodology section, or simply
create a sense of balance between scholarly groundedness and innovation if your methodology might seem to
veer a little too much in one direction or another. The Household Survey and Census ask closed questions, and
often market researchers who stop you in the street do too. Structuring Your Research Thesis. Read more
about postgraduate research projects here. What are their benefits? Qualitative research methods Interviews
Interviews enable face to face discussion with human subjects. It is recommended to prepare these questions at
the very start of your research; when you develop your research aim and questions.


