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Objectivism or the position that cognitive, ethical and aesthetic norms and values . Some anti-relativist universalists, on
the other hand, argue that , â€œ Demonstratives: an Essay on the Semantics, Logic, Metaphysics.

The claim that every society must share these basic commitments thus links up with findings in evolutionary
ethics. The relativists however, could respond that truth is relative to a group conceptual scheme, framework
and they take speakers to be aiming a truth relative to the scheme that they and their interlocutors are
presumed to share. Relativism, he argues, tries to "naturalize" the concept of reason. And in both cases, it is
not possible to demonstrate logically the superiority of one standpoint over the other. It seems less damaging,
though, to the kind of relativism that relates moral claims to general normative standpoints without requiring
that these be identified with actual communities. The term cultural relativism is sometimes also used to denote
the corollary methodological principle that social scientists, if they wish their work to have scientific status,
should describe and analyze what goes on in the cultures they are studying, carefully eschewing any normative
appraisal of what they observe. Similar claims have been made about emotions, object representation, and
memory. And defenders of slavery in the United States did indeed used to argue that blacks were sub-human
and could therefore legitimately be treated like animals rather than as human beings. The domain of his studies
is different, however. In light of such difficulties, contemporary defenders of descriptive relativism usually
prefer a fairly modest, tempered version of the doctrine. New York: Picador,  The Status of Morality. It was
championed by anthropologists like Sumner and Boas who saw it as an antidote of the unconscious
ethnocentrism that may lead social scientists to misunderstand the phenomena they are observing. However,
some do, and this is another path to moral relativism One of the merits of this approach to moral relativism is
that it can help to clarify fundamental questions about what is meant by talk about the relativity of moral
claims. Numerous others, including some who regard themselves as staunch opponents of relativism, have
been accused of harbouring relativistic tendencies. Feelings of moral obligation provide a justification for
particular beliefs and practices; but these only arise through agents being embedded in particular social groups
whose moral outlook they share. The difficulty with this approach is that it seems to make communication
across frameworks impossible. The Relativist Position on Tolerance is Problematic A good deal of the debate
surrounding moral relativism has focused on its claim to exemplify and foster tolerance. However, the
empirical work by the psychologists Berlin and Key and later by Eleanor Rosch pointed to the universality of
color terms. Another reason for so much trenchant criticism is that a relativistic view of morality is thought by
many to have pernicious consequences. For example, some nomadic cultures have considered infanticide to be
morally acceptable, while in other societies it is viewed as murder. Every human culture has some sort of
moral code, and these overlap to a considerable extent. Second revised edition. As noted earlier, ethical
non-realism, ethical non-cognitivism, emotivism, moral subjectivism, and moral skepticism are other possible
responses, for the mere denial of objectivism, like the mere fact of cultural diversity, does not logically entail
moral relativism. Hillary Putnam presses a slightly different version of the above objection. For how can the
mere absence of somethingâ€”in this case, an objective and universally binding moral codeâ€”explain the
phenomenon in question? Johnson Jeffery L. For instance, arguments for the superiority of the standpoint of
modern science over that of religion will presuppose the value of consistency, of solving theoretical puzzles,
and of being able to manipulate one's environment. Here is how it has been described by a few major theorists:
"Reason is whatever the norms of the local culture believe it to be". A concise introduction that focuses on
debates within the social sciences about culture and diversity. This line of attack appears compelling against
normative relativism, the view that what goes on within a society should only be judged by the prevailing
norms of that society. But his thesis of the indeterminacy of translation makes the stronger claim that different
incompatible manuals of translation, or conceptual schemes, can account for one and the same verbal behavior
and the indeterminacy resides at the level of facts rather than our knowledge, a position that leads to
unavoidable ontological relativity. On this view, the relativist thesis enjoys a unique status, being true in some
non-relativistic sense. This obviously has implications for the traditional notion of objective truth. Relativism:
Conflicts and confrontations. A paradigm theory is an overarching theory like Dalton's atomic theory or the
theory of evolution. He therefore urges us to see intellectual and cultural progress as simply consisting in our
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exchanging one vocabulary for another. As mentioned earlier, however, even some thinkers sympathetic to
relativism, such as Harrison and Wong, are suspicious of the claim that moral relativism by itself necessarily
entails a tolerant attitude toward alternative moralities.


