
WRITING A LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR CHILD CUSTODY

Just like a reference letter for a job, a character reference for child custody speaks on behalf of a parent â€“ explaining
why he or she should have custody of.

If you keep it to one page, that should suffice. Self-introduction in the first paragraph and relation with the
person whom you are writing the letter for. Rather than saying you are writing at the parent's request, you may
want to use language that demonstrates your belief in the parent. For example, you could mention that the
child always arrives to school on time and that you always see the parent playing with the child for a few
minutes before leaving. One page typically will suffice. A parent might ask a neighbor, school teacher,
caretaker, relative or other individual who has seen the child and parent interact to write a character reference
letter to help sway the judge to give him custody of the child. This will also help you develop a sense of
authenticity as you are writing the letter. Things to Watch Out For A good reference letter should focus on the
strengths of one parent, not the negative traits of the other. For example, you may want to indicate that the
relationship between the parent and child is stable, loving and warm. This writer may be a relative, a neighbor,
or simply a friend. Since you are writing the letter to support one parent, you must not take the initiative to
make the other parent a failure in holding the responsibility of the child. Who writes such a letter? Where to
Begin When Writing a Character Reference for Child Custody Doing some brainstorming before writing the
letter usually makes the process much easier. Drop him a line if you like his writing, he loves hearing from his
readers! However, just because a parent asks someone to write a character reference for child custody does not
necessarily mean that the person should agree. Reviewed by: Annie Sisk, J. Include your complete contact
information to the bottom of the letter, as well as the best times you can be contacted for additional
information. It should be written in your own voice, which will depict a level of honesty and care you have for
the parent you are writing about. You might include something about getting the child to school on time,
providing nutritious meals, and having a loving and affectionate relationship. Begin the first paragraph by
introducing yourself, including mentioning your relationship to the parent. More On This Topic. Salutation or
'To Whomsoever it May Concern' if you don't know whom the letter is to be addressed to. Do not mention
every example in the letter, but do mention the instances that will help you distill the relationship. Instead, list
the daily items that the parent helped their child with. In fact, letters from third parties who do not demonstrate
a vested interest in the outcome â€” other than what is in the child's best interests â€” can be of great value in
child custody cases. It's also important to keep your letter factual, based on your direct personal observations
rather than things others have told you. Cite the Parent's Attributes Family courts and the individuals who
work in the court system, like case evaluators or guardian ad litems, have the duty to determine what is in the
best interest of the child. It should state reasons why you believe that the parent should maintain custody of his
or her child. These might be things such as taking the child to music lessons, providing meals that are
nutritious and maintaining a relationship that includes love and affection. Usually, the following format is
used for drafting such a letter. State the type of relationship you have with the parent and go on to the second
paragraph. The reference letter should be factual, concise and even-handed. The parent seeking custody may
want to ask a few individuals to write a reference letter. Jim loves to write, read, pedal around on his electric
bike and dream of big things. Writing A Character Reference Letter If you are writing a character reference
letter, you can begin by using examples of interaction between the child and the parent.


