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William Faulkner's "Rose for Emily"".

Also at the end of the story it becomes clear to the reader that Miss Emily has never let go of Homer, despite
killing him, she still kept his body in her bedroom, going as far as sleeping with him. During the years of
Emily's isolation, he provides no details of her life to the townspeople and promptly disappears directly
following her death. The characters and theme of this tale have been scrutinized by many. Emily is alone, yet
always being watched by the townspeople; she is both apart from and a part of the community. Had the story
been told in a linear fashion, this understanding would have been lost, something Faulkner knew and
incorporated into the story. Although Emily did not have a strong relationship with her community, she did
give art lessons to young children within her town at the age of forty. The five descriptive words used in the
sentence each correspond to one of the five parts in the order they are seen. Emily deals in absolutes
throughout the story. They are thought of as even more uptight and stuffy than Emily by the townspeople. It
could be that he is set in his ways and does not want Emily to become distracted from her societal duties.
Whether or not this theory is correct, it proves that the story is still being closely analyzed decades after it was
written. The story is presented to the reader in a non-chronological order; this suggests that the story is being
patched together by multiple people. For example, Hall discusses how the sentence, "Thus she passed from
generation to generation-dear, inescapable, impervious, tranquil and perverse" has been considered
misleading, but is in fact strategically placed to provide foreshadowing and unification of plot. There also
appears to be some symbolism in the story which may be significant. What is also interesting about the towns
leaders view on Miss Emily and her taxes is her response to them. He became old and stooped from all of his
work while Emily grew large and immobile. The town does nothing to stop these events, merely entertain the
idea. The story is an allegory for the change that the South dealt with after the Civil War, with Emily
representing the resistance of that change. Her struggle with loss and attachment is the impetus for the plot,
driving her to kill Homer Barron, the man that is assumed to have married her. With the authors use of
symbolism Jackson and Faulkner are able to add depth to their writing in a way that connects with the readers.
The reason for his refusal to let Emily court men is not explained in the story. He proposes that Emily did not
kill Homer because of her own insecurities, but also because he did not reciprocate her romantic feelings. It is
also possible that Miss Emily killed Homer because he may have decided not to marry her and was in the
process of leaving her, which would bring into play the theme of loneliness. After her father dies, she keeps
his corpse for three days and refuses to admit that he is dead. There is also a sense of irony in the story. Her
reputation is such that the city council finds itself unable to confront her about a strong smell that has begun to
emanate from the house. Symbolically this could suggest that Miss Emily is not prepared to change, preferring
to live her life as she always has. With the acceptance of her father's death, Emily somewhat revives, even
changing the style of her hair, and becomes friendly with Homer Barron. It could be because he believes that
there is not a man good enough to marry his daughter. A contributing factor to this point would change.
Watkins claims that this is Faulkner's best story and that he is among the best American writers of this time
period. Emily stuck out from the rest of the town as a figure stuck in the past, desperately trying to cling to old
traditions and ways of life. Local legends and gossip trigger the main focus of his stories. Shelves:
classics-literature , read-in , read-long-ago , short-stories Summary: A splendid noir and brief tale of the life of
an recluse American Southern elderly woman named Emily Grierson who had died. Here, a character's fate is
already determined no matter how much the individual struggles to change it. The power of death is a
consistent theme throughout the story.


