
AN OVERVIEW OF A SEPARATE PEACE NOVEL BY JOHN KNOWLES

From a general summary to chapter summaries to explanations of famous quotes , A Separate Peace is a novel by John
Knowles that was first published 

Chapter 6: Gene is finally back at school, without Finny. Gene doesn't believe him, and asks Finny how he
knows all this stuff that nobody else does; Finny then says "because I've suffered," opening another big,
painful can of worms  Fall passes, and the war remains distant. Finny is definitely cheered up by the whole
little festival, and the other boys are happy for the break. Gene applies himself to his studies seriously, but
feels pressure from Finny to join in his activities, especially the Suicide Society. The next day, Finny dies
during the operation to set the bone when bone marrow enters his bloodstream during the surgery. One night,
after Brinker announces his intention to enlist immediately, Gene decides to enter military service as well, a
resolution that disappears suddenly upon Finny's return. During the summer session of , he becomes close
friends with his daredevil roommate Finny, whose innate charisma consistently allows him to get away with
mischief. Devon again becomes swept up by the war and patriotism. There, Gene attempts to avoid true
athletic activity by becoming assistant manager of the crew team, but he feuds with the crew manager and
quits. Brinker obviously doesn't agree. Finny cites Lepellier as an unreachable witness. The first snow falls,
and soon Gene and the boys spend a miserable day at the railroad yard, shoveling snow. Before his accident,
Finny sees the world as a glorious playing field and life as a never ending game. Chapter The others rush out
to help Finny; someone goes to fetch Dr. When Finny asks Gene to come see a friend jump from their tree the
night before exams, Gene vehemently objects. Finny's dream of the Olympics becomes a shared reality
between the friends as the former athlete trains his replacement. Chapter 3: Some of Finny and Gene's friends
begin to join their new club. Stanpole sits him down and tells him that Finny died during the operation. Gene
is so worried about his own insecurities he mistakes Phineas's confidence for worldly assurance. At each
initiation, Gene and Finny make the first jump, but Gene never gets over his fear. Patch-Withers, gives a tea
for their class. He consequently abandons his plans to enlist, as does Brinker. Leper becomes a symbol of the
war for the boys; he is the fantastic liason between them and the newspaper reports they read everyday.
Brinker's joking frightens and angers Gene, but his new friend's energy also inspires him. Finny tells Gene that
he once had aspirations to go to the Olympics, and Gene agrees to train for the Olympics in his place. Though
frequently taught in U. Gene and Finny's friendship goes through a period of fun, one-sided rivalry during
which Gene strives to out-do Finny academically, since he believes Finny is trying to out-do him. Even a
friend's enlistment and emotional breakdown does not intrude upon the peace Gene finds with Finny, until one
evening when Brinker and some of the other boys drag Gene and Finny to the Assembly Room, where they
propose to get to the truth about Finny's injury. After his accident; however, Finny begins to view the world
through the eyes of a paranoid old man who is always seeing something covert in everything. Chapter 7:
Brinker Hadley starts accusing Gene of arranging Finny's accident in order to get a room to himself. Gene and
Finny keep training, doing long runs in the morning; Gene thinks he can't do them, until one morning he just
amazes himself and it comes naturally to him, just as it did with Finny before. First, he examines the stairs and
notices that they are made of very hard marble. Finny seems weak, like an invalid. I wanted to help him
maintain his delusions. He organizes the "midnight trial" to confront and accuse Gene of causing Finny's
accident. Gene got the same room he had during the summer, but no new roommate. Patch-Withers is taken by
surprise, and does not punish Finny.


