
STAGE THEORIES OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Learn about some of the best-known theories explaining the factors that influence children's mental, emotional and
social development.

He theorized that people pass from one stage to another not just as a matter of course, but only when they are
confronted with the correct type of stimulation to initiate a change. Some researchers assert that as few as 25
percent of the general population reaches the formal operational stage. The growth of logical thinking from
childhood to adolescence. These theories deal only with observable behaviors. Many people do not pass
beyond the conventional level of moral reasoning. Piaget's ideas have generated a huge amount of research
which has increased our understanding of cognitive development. When a behavior is punished, or weakened,
then it is less likely to occur again in the future. Major Child Development Theories The following are just a
few of the many child development theories that have been proposed by theorists and researchers.
Development is considered a reaction to rewards, punishments, stimuli, and reinforcement. Dasen cites studies
he conducted in remote parts of the central Australian desert with year old Aborigines. A final theory dealing
with developmental psychology was devised by Lawrence Kohlberg and presented in his book The Philosophy
of Moral Development: Moral Stages and the Idea of Justice. This means the child can work things out
internally in their head rather than physically try things out in the real world. Not all psychologists, however,
agree that development is a continuous process. Vygotsky, L. Yet for much of human history, kids were
simply seen as smaller versions of their adult counterparts. For example, a person might have a schema about
buying a meal in a restaurant. Once the new information is acquired the process of assimilation with the new
schema will continue until the next time we need to make an adjustment to it. His theory suggested that the
energy of the libido was focused on different erogenous zones at specific stages. This is an example of a type
of schema called a 'script. In addition to individual differences in development, developmental psychologists
generally agree that development occurs in an orderly way and in different areas simultaneously. While some
other child development theories suggest that personality continues to change and grow over the entire
lifetime, Freud believed that it was early experiences that played the greatest role in shaping development.
Some of the major theories of child development are known as grand theories; they attempt to describe every
aspect of development, often using a stage approach. They see that different outcomes can proceed from
different actions, and that they are free to choose between various actions depending on a desired outcome. Of
these neo-Freudians, Erik Erikson's ideas have become perhaps the best known. Assimilation and
Accommodation Assimilation and Accommodation Jean Piaget ; see also Wadsworth, viewed intellectual
growth as a process of adaptation adjustment to the world. Such theories center on various aspects of
development including social, emotional, and cognitive growth.


