
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF WOMEN IN GREEK THEATRE

The Greeks started their theatre practice with tragic plays, which started around BC. The problem was that Greek
culture put women in a.

Plays often began in the morning and lasted into the evening. At the behest of the god Apollo, the central
character of the tragedy, Orestes, has murdered his own mother Clytemnestra to pay her back for her murder
of her husband, Orestes' father Agamemnon. In the Minoan culture women were chosen to act out the role of
the goddess. Still surviving today are the remnants of ancient inscriptionsâ€”notices carved on marble and
erected in publicâ€”with lists of victorious tragedians. Also from early on, the Dionysia included a playwriting
competition in which the author of the best trilogy staged that year won a coveted first prize. Source More and
more types of theatre emerged as time went on. For surely now The bull is on thee! Theatron: The theatron
literally, "viewing-place" is where the spectators sat. Structure of the plays read in Humanities The basic
structure of a Greek tragedy is fairly simple. Combining Homeric epic with lyric poetry, choral dance and
various religious rituals, early Athenian playwrights devised a thrilling new way of telling a story. Her love for
Jason was deep, and when he elected to leave her to marry the daughter of Creon, Medea was furious
Euripides lines  The ancient Minoan culture was fond of the image of the butterfly and I wonder if this was the
source of our image of fairies. There's no question that women are a major part of theatre today, participating
in all kinds of ways. There is an important distinction between impersonation and dramatization. Each
submitted three tragedies, plus a satyr play a comic, burlesque version of a mythological subject. Hence this
comment. Being a winner of the first theatrical contest held in Athens, he was the exarchon, or leader, [4] of
the dithyrambs performed in and around Attica, especially at the rural Dionysia. Reacting to her death
sentence without anguish or desperation, but with indifference. The Ancient Theatre of Delphi. Given that, the
ancient Greeks saw little reason for features which are conventions of the modern theatre such as maintaining
an invisible "fourth wall"â€”that is, the side of a stage set which is missing and through which the audience
watches the dramatic actionâ€”or building characters with interiority, the psychological subtlety effected
through what actors call subtext, a character's hidden motivation. After the chorus hears Helen shrieking inside
the palace that she's being attacked, one of her pathetic Eastern eunuch servants escapes outside and tells the
chorus what's happened. However, the primary Hellenistic theatrical form was not tragedy but ' New Comedy
', comic episodes about the lives of ordinary citizens. For all their genius and artistic insight, we mustn't forget
to admire the sheer physical stamina of those who inhabited this age. The audience also used them to enter and
exit the theater before and after the performance. Greek drama established the form of the theater which is still
followed today.


