
SIDDHARTHA GAUTAMA THE FOUNDER OF BUDDHISM

Buddha, born with the name Siddhartha Gautama, was a teacher, philosopher and spiritual leader who is considered the
founder of Buddhism.

That very night he left the palace, shaved his head, and changed from his royal clothes into a beggar's robe. So
complete was the destruction of Buddhism in India during ancient times, that when western scholars
rediscovered Buddhism, the records they relied on came from countries near and around India: no valuable
records were kept in the home of Buddhism. He completely mastered the important combat training, even
winning his wife, Yasodhara, in an archery contest. Finally, realizing that this too was only adding more
suffering, he ate food and sat down beneath a tree to meditate. His followers, known as Buddhists, propagated
the religion that is known today as Buddhism. Be your own guiding light. He also presented a tremendous
challenge to Hinduism and the culture that developed around it by preaching to all regardless of caste and race,
and by offering a different approach to familiar Vedic concepts. He then developed the Middle Wayâ€”a
moderate path between self-mortification and self-indulgenceâ€”and soon attained enlightenment into the
causes of and solutions to human suffering at age  Mahayana thus speaks of many past and also future
Buddhas, some of whom are "god-like" and preside over Buddha-worlds or heavenly paradises. Of the
Hinayana "the Lesser Vehicle" branch of schools, only the The ravada school founded 4th century B. We
refuse to accept life as it is. Suddhodana knew this prophecy, so he did his best to prevent Siddhartha from
witnessing any form of human suffering, keeping his son inside the palace all the time. He considered the
many Vedic rites and ceremonies to be pointless and abusive and he was also against the caste system,
stressing the equality among all people. Learn More. If one follows this combined path he or she will attain
Nirvana, an indescribable state of all-knowing lucid awareness in which there is only peace and joy. There
were none. Both can be seen as moves away from the centrality of the Vedic fire sacrifice. Every major
philosophical view was present in society, and people expected spirituality to influence their daily lives in
positive ways. She died shortly after his birth. Texts such as the Mulasarvastivada Vinaya probably dating
from the 4th or 5th century ce attempt to gather the many stories of the Buddha into a single chronological
account. There is some controversy surrounding the background of the Shakyas. After recovering, the Buddha
travelled to Kushinagar. He felt would be too difficult for most people to understand. They believe, however,
that human beings continue to be "reformed" and reborn, and to collect karma until they reach Nirvana. He
spent the rest of his life teaching others about how to achieve this spiritual state. Because buddhas appear so
rarely over the course of time and because only they reveal the path to liberation moksha from suffering
dukkha , the appearance of a buddha in the world is considered a momentous event in the history of the
universe. His mother died seven days after giving birth. But, once more, he was not satisfied, and again moved
on. From Arada Kalama, who had three hundred disciples, he learned how to discipline his mind to enter the
sphere of nothingness. What is the meaning of nirvana? Author: Lise F. Almost every day, after his noon
meal, the Buddha taught. This allowed the Buddhists to claim an authority similar to that of some rival schools
such as the Vedic and Jain traditions, both of which supported their authority by claiming to be originated a
long time ago. But the approach of these schools was largely atheist, since they all denied the existence of
supernatural entities. India at the time of the Buddha was very spiritually open. About miles away, he came
across the five ascetics he had practiced with for so long, who had abandoned him on the eve of his
enlightenment. Both the theistic approach of the Vedic religion and the atheistic approach of the materialistic
schools rest ultimately on the same conviction: both hold that we can know whether or not the gods actually
exist; one is certain of their existence, the other is certain they do not exist. On a rare outing from his luxurious
palace, he saw someone desperately sick.


