
THE HISTORY AND CAUSES OF THE GREAT AWAKENING

The Great Awakening was a religious revival that impacted the as the Enlightenment or the Age of Reason, was making
its way across the.

Even religious skeptic Benjamin Franklin emptied his coin purse after hearing him speak in Philadelphia.
People gathered by the thousands to hear him speak. Old Lights saw the religious enthusiasm and itinerant
preaching unleashed by the Awakening as disruptive to church order, preferring formal worship and a settled,
university-educated ministry. Soon much of America became divided. That revival was part of a much broader
movement, an evangelical upsurge taking place simultaneously on the other side of the Atlantic, most notably
in England, Scotland, and Germany. Within a week, he was preaching to crowds of 10, In some cases, entire
Separatist congregations accepted Baptist beliefs as a body. It follows that men and women faced with such
stark challenges might have sought opportunities for fellowship, solace, and emotional releaseâ€”and that is
exactly what evangelicals on both sides of the Atlantic offered. Under Frelinghuysen's influence, Tennent
came to believe that a definite conversion experience followed by assurance of salvation was the key mark of
a Christian. He preached twice in the parish church while Edwards was so moved that he wept. Services
became more emotional and some people had visions and mystical experiences. New Lights Not everyone
embraced the ideas of the Great Awakening. In the late s, Presbyterian preachers from New York and New
Jersey began proselytizing in the Virginia Piedmont; and by the s, some members of a group known as the
Separate Baptists moved from New England to central North Carolina and quickly extended their influence to
surrounding colonies. In the s, a religious revival swept through the British American colonies. Ministers from
various evangelical Protestant denominations supported the Great Awakening. He understood conversion to be
the experience of moving from spiritual deadness to joy in the knowledge of one's election that one had been
chosen by God for salvation. The Moravians' faith and piety deeply impressed Wesley, especially their belief
that it was a normal part of Christian life to have an assurance of one's salvation. In emotionally charged
sermons, all the more powerful because they were delivered extemporaneously, preachers like Jonathan
Edwards evoked vivid, terrifying images of the utter corruption of human nature and the terrors awaiting the
unrepentant in hell. Indeed, some scholars like Harry Stout The New England Soul have argued that the first
Great Awakening radically transformed and democratized modes of mass communication, thereby setting the
stage for the emergence a new popular politics in the revolutionary decades that followed. Presbyterians,
Baptists, and Methodists touted their churches as havens from all the evils afflicting ordinary peopleâ€”as
islands of disciplined stability and Christian charity in a churning sea of social chaos and cultural confusion.
She holds a Ph. This sparked what became known as the Great Awakening in the American colonies. Hatch
argues that the evangelical movement of the s played a key role in the development of democratic thought, [9]
[ disputed â€” discuss ] as well as the belief of the free press and the belief that information should be shared
and completely unbiased and uncontrolled. The Great Awakening Timeline, Christianity. This growth was
primarily due to an influx of former New Light Congregationalists who became convinced of Baptist
doctrines, such as believer's baptism. During the period between the American revolution and the s, black
involvement in largely white churches declined in great numbers, with participation becoming almost
non-existent by the sâ€”s; some scholars argue that this was largely due to racial discrimination within the
church. His rants and attacks against "unconverted" ministers inspired much opposition, and he was arrested in
Connecticut for violating a law against itinerant preaching. In addition to these causes, reforms touched nearly
every aspect of daily life, such as restricting the use of tobacco and dietary and dress reforms. He converted
slaves and even a few Native Americans. Edwards was known for his passion and energy. But the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an
assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and
death. Throughout the colonies, conservative and moderate clergymen questioned the emotionalism of
evangelicals and charged that disorder and discord attended the revivals. Sometimes revival would be initiated
by regular preaching or the customary pulpit exchanges between two ministers. It seemed to him that people
found the pursuit of wealth to be more important than John Calvin's religious principles. Whitefield's
assessment of New England's churches and clergy prior to his intervention was negative. It was the first major
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event that all the colonies could share, helping to break down differences between them. It reinvigorated
religion in America at a time when it was steadily declining and introduced ideas that would penetrate into
American culture for many years to come. Whitefield toured the colonies up and down the Atlantic coast,
preaching his message. In addition, radical Presbyterian clergy held outdoor conventicles throughout southern
and western Scotland centering on the communion season. Because they threatened Congregationalist
uniformity, the Separatists were persecuted and in Connecticut they were denied the same legal toleration
enjoyed by Baptists, Quakers and Anglicans. I never saw the Christian spirit in Love to Enemies so
exemplified, in all my Life as I have seen it within this half-year.


