
GOOD COLLEGE ESSAYS FAILURE

These are all traits applicants should seek to convey in their college essays, and essays about failure are a great vehicle
for doing so. Students.

We had one or two pretty talented guys, but most, like me, were just barely what you could call decent. Failing
a friend or family member. The essay is largely about you, but it is also about your writing ability. You could
talk about how winning that contest made you feel, or how awesome it was to get that leading role in the
show, or similar achievements. Break Down the Question If you do choose this prompt, read the question
carefully. Updated January 19, This sample Common Application essay responds to the following prompt:
"The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. Allen Grove is an
Alfred University English professor and a college admissions expert with 20 years of experience helping
students transition to college. Both these posts will also tell you how to use a story about that problem, in the
form of an anecdote, to write your essay. Your Name. College is going to be rough. It was like one of those
moments you see in movies. What emotions did failure evoke? A Final Note Whether you are writing about
failure or one of the other essay options, keep in mind the primary purpose of the essay: the college wants to
get to know you better. Do not criticize others in your failure essay. The essay presents a clear moment of
failure, and Richard clearly learned a significant lesson from the experience. By the time they finish reading
your essay, the admissions folks should feel that you are the type of person who will succeed in college and
make a positive contribution to the campus community. Her routine was always to fill up the tub, do exactly
10 minutes of assigned reading, and come back when it was just about full. Remember, you want to
demonstrate growth. Richard is no star athlete, and he has no over-inflated sense of his abilities. His love of
baseball will be attractive to schools with intramural, club, or less competitive intercollegiate baseball teams.
If he were applying to colleges where he is hoping to play on a competitive varsity team, this would be the
wrong essay. If so, what led to it? Rather, it is about your personality and character. However impressive the
moment may have been, such essays tend to come across as self-absorbed, self-congratulatory, and detached
from the actual qualities that make for a good college student. The question here -- "what did you learn? It
wasn't until we split into teams for an impromptu pickup game that I started to realize why no one was upset.
In our ever-changing world, that means a lot. Prompt 2 is one of the more challenging options. I mean, I wasn't
completely hopeless. Talk about the failure that was behind the failure. I didn't need a trophy or a Hollywood
come-from-behind win to have fun playing baseball with my friends, but maybe I needed to strike out to
remember that. Her mom was really interested in Japanese culture, so she thought it would be a good idea for
our writer to join. A college looking for a mature, self-aware applicant with a pleasing personality will be
impressed by Richard's essay. Were you surprised by your failure? Recounting doesn't require a lot of
high-level thinking. Again, this is material that many people avoid, but it can be valuable. The scrawny kid
who no one really believed in hits a miraculous home run, winning the big game for his underdog team and
becoming a local legend. That could have been a failure.


